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mon occurrence in the Buddhist Scriptures. To give alms
of food or clothing, or do any service to Buddhas, P'usas,
or eminent monks or nuns, was to sow good seed in good
ground, the crop to be reaped either in this life or in
one to come. Hence the beings to whom such meritorious
services are rendered are called "excellent fields", and of
these the most "excellent field" always is the Buddha. In
the present case the Prince wished to share in the reward
which Sudatta would have, and in order to secure this
result he remitted a portion of the price for the ground
and built a "temple" (cfimg-sJie) for the Buddha on the
space unoccupied by gold coins. Some other accounts
represent Jeta as refusing to sell even for as many gold
coins as would cover the park; and when Sudatta claims
that the mention of a sum makes a bargain, and Jeta
maintains it does not, the Judges to whom the matter is
referred decide against the Prince. This last is also re-
presented as contributing a porch or vestibule to Sudatta's
vihara, and in no case is he described as building the
whole monastery.1 The statement which Yuan-chuang here
makes the Buddha address to Ananda about the trees
having been given by the Prince, and the ground purchas-
ed by Sudatta, is a stupid invention to account for the
common way of designating the vihara in Chinese trans-
lations. It was not the pilgrim, however, who invented
the story, as it is found in other accounts of the trans-
action.2

The original Jetavana monastery, which was probably
neither very large nor substantial and was not well pro-
tected, was destroyed by fire in the Buddha's lifetime.3
After the death of Sudatta the place was neglected as
there was no one to look after the grounds and buildings.
A new vihara was afterwards built on a greater scale but
this also was burnt to the ground. At one time, we read,

* Ssii-fen-lii 1. c.; Chung-hsu-ching, ch. 11 (No. 859).

2  e. g. in Fo-shuo-Po-cMng-ch'ao (No. 879).

3  Shih-sung-lu, ch. 61.
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